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"l really don't know how Chief Sherrill did this three times,"
Holden Fire Chief Jack Chandler told the crowd. "After the first
time, | was pretty much done!"

Holden Police Chief George Sherrill, who may have been
forgiven for thinking the day would never come, had a long
accumulated list of folks to thank. Among them were the voters
who "put their faith in the project," and the members of the
Holden Police Department, who kept believing it would happen in
| spite of several discouraging votes.

"l didn't think I'd see this day before | retired," said Holden Fire
i | Department Assistant Chief Alex Belisle.

Town Manager Brian Bullock praised the efforts of Public Safety
Building Committee Chair Christopher Lucchesi. Bullock said
Lucchesi helped meld the group into a committee that
accomplished the goal they set for themselves: to find a cost-

| effective solution to the town's public safety building needs.

It's an accomplishment Lucchesi himself said was not a foregone
conclusion.
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Moreover, the committee was composed, intentionally, by
Bullock, of people who had previously disagreed on how to solve
the problem of aging facilities.

"You've heard the phrase, 'herding cats'?" Bullock said. "Then
you understand Chris's challenge."

"| really believe when people who have differences sit down and
talk, you can talk your way through the differences," Lucchesi
said.
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While many deplored the long wait, it appears to have been good
for the project: a failing economy drove bids lower than expected
and meant that voters' money will go further.

"We're really buying services at the best prices for the citizen,"
PSBC member David White said.

| The low bidder for the General Contractor was G&R
| Construction, Inc. of Quincy.
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