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| Copper wire thefts strike Reed Rico T e
BY MELISSA MCKEON MMCKEON@ gz e :
i S0B-886-2235
HOLDENLANDMARK.COM RUTLAND |
HOLDEN — Locks on the outer gates of the H;‘
unoccupied Reed Rico building on Industrial Drive may |, =« &
have served notice to thieves that the empty buildings
Front Page were protected, but they didn't prevent the theft of - DRIVEWAYS
Holden News | valuable copper wire from the property and may have ” reeatma
Paxton News | prevented police from adequately patrolling the 8'53 " Commercial
Princeton News | ,,siness to prevent such incidents. DT, - sontes
Sterling News “We do i mmdfda £ right”
Rutland News That lock has b th t . th PROMPT & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Reafenal e at lock has been on the gates since the company :561;?’;;?-:?35
Editorials & moved the bulk of its business out of state.
Opinions
Letters Reed Rico consolidated its business at two other
Sports & locations after downsizing its Holden location in 2004, CRANFORD &‘4@
ERecre.at'on which put some Holden residents out of work. PAINTING
ntertainment
Schools ) . RRMSROAE - Cosypiins 1 i S
Obituarios The property encompasses just over six acres and ™ REERAIDEIN EVERY STROKE'
. A 978 464-2800
Clubs & Church | includes a 68,000-square-foot building, formerly used ' 508 829-4071

Fire & Police for light industrial. It is valued at about $2.5 million,
S JUCIELE U according to Town of Holden assessor's records.

While the building bears a for sale sign, Holden Growth
Management Director Dennis Lipka said earlier this
year that being owned by an out-of-state company
meant there was little pressure to make leasing or

selling the property a priority. ‘g@% D+G+I, Desion ‘

http://www.thelandmark.com/news/2008/0918/front_page/002.html 09/19/2008 09:37:21 AM



Copper wire thefts strike Reed Rico | www.thelandmark.com | Landmark

YUPAPACT$11AE]

Special Section
Archive
Baystaty

Contact Info
Email us
Advertising
Questions
Advertising Rates
Home Delivery
Questions
North Central
Homes
Leominster Champ
Fitchburg Pride
Community Journal
Millbury Sutton
Advertiser Index
Subscribe
View Current
Classifieds
Place a Classified

News Archive

Seven years
after the Sept.
11 terrorist
attacks, do you
still feel like
the country is
in imminent
danger of
further
attacks?

Definitely

Yes, but
not as
much as
before

VUUUIILY VIIVUNUD MY 1WWUU TUUY UHTIVU VUV UV U VIO . 7y

security officer reported them to police in August. He
arrived for a periodic inspection to find not a broken lock
and an open gate, but a new lock replacing the one to
which he had keys or codes. He had the lock removed
and replaced and inspected the property to discover
that thieves had accessed the building through broken
windows and, once inside, had used ladders, which had
been left on the property, to remove copper wire from
the building. Holden police say no other items were
stolen from the vacant buildings.

Police say the stolen copper wire is worth several
thousand dollars.

Copper material thefts have increased in the 21st
Century since the increased demand for copper, linked
to booming construction and expanding
telecommunications markets, has been unable to keep
pace with supply, fueling a cost increase that
encouraged recycling - and theft for quick money.
According to a U.S. Department of Energy study in
2007, the average price increased from about 70 cents
per pound in 2003 to more than $3 per pound in 2007.
Metal recyclers frequently give cash for recycled copper
wire and piping, which is also easy to steal. Vacant
buildings present an easy target to thieves.

Locks have been removed from the gates to allow
police to patrol the property, which they say has also
been the site of petty vandalism. The whole building is
now protected by burglar alarms, police said.
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